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The Sewage Problem

Meet the Global Sewage Treaty
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Questions & Answers



It's 1 pm, do you know
where your sewage is?



48% of globhal wastewater
IS released into the
environment untreated



The ocean does not respect
map boundary lines.
Neither does sewage pollution.



We are used to
seeing plastic
pollution

New Orleans, Louisiana, USA



But what does sewage
pollution look like?



Lake Windermere, UK

Raw sewage poured into Windermere for 17 hrs/day in 2025

Photo: thetimes.com



Florida, USA

Photo: Captains for Clean Water



Can an MPA really be protected if its
water quality is polluted with sewage?



Nope.



Sewage pollution is one of
the most global
challenges we face.



Sewage pollution is a

climate changef i3I}



Sewage management is a

key component of [TL[%
T2} management.




We can't reduce our way out
of the sewage problem.



Source: Our Shared Seas 2025 Report



Source: Our Shared Seas 2025 Report









Solving sewage pollution has
cascading benefits that improve
public health, biodiversity,
climate resiliency and
S0. MUCH. MORE.












Our mission
is to save
the world’s
coral reefs.



Jenny Myton

Global Lead, Protected Areas and Clean Water Solutions



Coral reefs are critical marine

ecosystems with three main
components:

Thousands of tiny little animals
called coral polyps

A hard or rocky foundation upon
which corals can attach themselves

Millions of related animal species
that use the hard foundations and
corals for food and shelter






They’re alive! What's a coral polyp?









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chWXoFBIJ6g&t=3

Why do coral reefs need clean water?

Disrupts
coral

strength

and growth

Increase in
fleshy
macroalgae

Untreated
sewage &
agricultural
runoff

Nutrient
pollution




The Land-Based Pollution Protocol of the

Cartagena Convention




Coral Reefs &

Sewage Pollution




First Region-Wide

Water Quality Study

e August 2021 - September 2022

e 3 countries, 90 sites (45 reef & 45
beach), 35,000 data points

e Created a baseline for the region,
produced 2 water quality campaigns,
1 infographic and 3 policy briefs for
national governments



Region-Wide

Data Results




Region-Wide

Data Results

Mexico

Belize

Honduras



Case Study:

West End, Roatan

e Since 2011, CORAL has enabled wastewater
treatment solutions, keeping ~33M gallons of
untreated sewage out of the ocean annually.

e Success Story: Half Moon Bay’s Blue Flag

e From 2025-2030, we will keep ~400M gallons
of untreated sewage out of the water across
four new locations.



Coral Growth & Sewage Pollution










